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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  Urban  District  of 
Little  Crosby  in  the  County  of  Lancashire 
for  the  Year,  1914. 


Gentlemen, 

My  report  for  the  past  year  ending  31st 
December,  1914,  differs  somewhat  from  its  predecessor 
owing  to  unusual  circumstances  which  have  prevailed, 
more  especially  during  the  later  half  of  the  year:  — 
(A)  A  state  of  war  as  compared  with  our  usual  genial 
peace  conditions,  and  (B)  an  almost  unprecedented  rain¬ 
fall.  Yet  in  spite  of  these  conditions  the  general  health 
of  our  civil  population  has  continued  comparatively 
good.  We  have  a  considerable  military  occupa¬ 
tion  at  present  in  our  district,  but  this  report  is 
practically  confined  to  the  civil  element,  and  only 
touches  on  the  military  section  as  it  affects  our  district 
in  relation  to  the  health  of  the  civil  population. 

The  district  of  Little  Crosby  has  a  surface  area 
of  some  1924  acres  (statute),  and  is  bounded  on  the 
west  by  the  urban  district  of  Great  Crosby  and  the 
River  Mersey,  on  the  north  and  east  by  the  Sefton 
Rural  district,  which  includes  the  Townships  of  Ince 
Blundell  and  Thornton,  and  on  the  south  by  sections  of 
Great  Crosby  and  Thornton. 

The  Soil  and  Subsoil  consist  chiefly  of  sand,  clay, 
and  red  sandstone. 

The  Rateable  Value  of  the  district  for  1914-1915 
was  £8,882,  and  the  Assessable  Value  for  the  same 
period  was  £5,882  10s. 

The  principal  Watercourses  in  the  district  are  two 
in  number,  namely: — Farmoss  Pool  on  the  west,  and 
Kay’s  Cut  on  the  north  and  east  boundary  of  the 
district,  and  upon  this  section  a  Pumping  Station 
erected  two  years  ago  has  done  excellent  work  during 
the  past  months. 
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The  Census  for  1901  returned  a  Population  of  563 
for  the  district;  that  of  1911  a  corrected  number,  i.e., 
844,  as  compared  with  our  estimated  865.  In  1913 
our  Population  we  estimated  to  be  some  920  residents 
in  our  district,  For  1914  we  have  estimated  our  Civil 
Population  to  be  some  940.  This  is,  of  course,  quite 
distinct  from  the  military  occupation,  whose  numbers 
are  known  to  and  controlled  only  by  the  War  Office. 

The  Birthrate  of  the  district  for  1913  was  15.21 
per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  total  number  of  Births 
for  1914  being  23,  and  the  population  being  estimated 
at  940,  this  gives  us  a  Birthrate  of  24.4  per  1,000  of 
the  population  for  the  year  1914,  the  proportion  being 
13  males  and  10  females. 

The  Deathrate  for  1912  was  13.53  Per  i>ooo;  the 
Deathrate  for  1913  was  8.69  per  1,000  of  the  resident 
Population.  As  we  estimate  the  Population  of  our 
district  at  940  in  1914,  and  the  number  of  deaths  in 
our  district  being  11,  this  gives  us  a  Deathrate  of  11.7 
per  1,000  of  the  Population. 

The  deaths  were  due  to  the  following  causes:  — 

One  Male,  aged  15  minutes,  Premature  Birth. 

One  Female,  aged  85  years,  Chronic  Nephritis 
and  Coma. 

One  Male,  aged  25  days,  Gangrene  of  Legs. 

One  Male,  aged  3  years,  Meningitis  (Diplo- 
coccal). 

One  Male,  aged  34  years,  Septic  Bronchitis. 

One  Male,  aged  about  35  years,  Found 
Drowned  on  the  shore  and  Unknown 
(Coroner’s  Inquest). 

One  Male,  aged  13  years,  Cerebral  Throm¬ 
bosis. 

One  Female,  aged  22  years,  Acute 
Rheumatism  and  Infective  Endocarditis. 

One  Female,  aged  63  years,  Uraemia  and 
Chronic  Bronchitis. 

Died  in  Flospital  or  outside  the  district:  — 

One  Male,  aged  80  years,  Arterio  Sclerosis. 

One  Male,  aged  65  years,  Sudden  Heart 
Failure. 
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The  Infantile  Deathrate  for  the  year  1913  was  71.42 
per  1,000  births.  As  we  had  one  Death  aged  15  minutes 
and  another  at  25  days,  and  the  number  of  Births  being 
23,  this  gives  us  an  Infantile  Deathrate  of  86.9  per 
1,000  births  for  the  year  1914. 

There  were  no  Deaths  from  Infectious  Notifiable 
Diseases  in  the  district  during  the  year  1914. 

No  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  occurred  during 

1914. 

There  was  nothing  of  the  nature  of  an  epidemic 
during  the  year.  One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  notified 
in  May  last  which  was  immediately  removed  to 
hospital,  and  the  usual  disinfecting  precautions  having 
been  taken  there  was  no  spread  of  the  disease.  One  case 
of  Tuberculosis,  having  been  reported  in  July,  was 
visited  and  dealt  with  according  to  the  regulations  in 
such  cases. 

Under  the  section  of  Town  Planning  and  Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes  as  required  by  the  Article  V. 
of  the  Housing  Regulations  of  1910  in  regard  to 
Inspection  of  Buildings  under  Section  17  of  the 
Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  of  1909.  Inspection 
of  Houses. — For  the  purposes  of  this  Act  the  district 
has  been  sub-divided  into  four  sections,  i.e.,  (1)  the 
North-western,  (2)  the  North-eastern,  (3)  the  South¬ 
western,  and  (4)  the  South-eastern.  During  1914  the 
South-eastern  Section  has  been  inspected.  This  com¬ 
prises  the  eastern  side  of  the  Village  of  Little  Crosby, 
which  is  inhabited  by  farmers  and  cottagers  of  the 
Farm-labouring  class.  Eleven  dwellings  were  in¬ 
spected  ;  in  two  cases  where  overcrowding  was  notified 
in  previous  reports  an  extra  bedroom  and  kitchen  have 
been  erected.  In  all  cases  the  cottages  were  clean  and 
sanitary,  as  both  landlords  and  tenants  work  in 
harmony  as  regards  the  repairs  and  maintenance  of 
these  dwellings,  only  minor  defects  as  to  position  of 
dust  heaps  requiring  improvements. 

No  Closing  Orders  were  issued  as  such  a  pro¬ 
ceeding  was  in  no  case  necessary.  No  serious  defects 
were  to  be  noticed  in  the  dwellings,  and  the  slight 
defects  have  been  remedied. 
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The  Village  Section  is  entirely  inhabited  by  an 
agricultural  population  and  retains  the  usual  character¬ 
istics.  The  Section  known  as  Hightown,  which  is  the 
district  surrounding  the  L.  &  Y.  Railway  Station,  and 
is  chiefly  residential,  there  being  still  one  or  two  farms 
in  the  neighbourhood.  This  is  the  section  where 
development  is  most  marked  under  the  Town  Planning 
designs  of  the  local  estate  owners’  architects  and 
surveyors. 

Owing  probably  to  the  high  price  of  Building 
Material  and  the  disturbed  international  atmosphere 
little  constructive  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
district,  and  only  one  villa  has  been  erected  during  the 
year  1914,  and  two  are  building  in  the  northern  portion. 

The  district  is  served  by  the  Liverpool  Corporation 
Water  Supply.  The  quantity  is  sufficient  and  the 
quality  very  good. 

The  Milk  Supply  is  derived  almost  entirely  from 
two  local  farm  dairies.  The  County  Constabulary  are 
authorised  to  collect  samples  for  analysis  by  the 
County  Analyst.  I  am  not  aware  that  any  prosecutions 
under  the  Food  Adulteration  Act  have  taken  place. 

There  are  two  systems  in  use  :  — (A)  the  waterborne 
system  at  Flightown  which  discharges  into  the  estuary 
of  the  River  Alt,  and  thence  into  the  River  Mersey; 
(b)  a  small  drainage  system  into  a  settling  tank  with 
the  effluent  into  an  open  sewer  that  discharges  on  to 
the  shore  of  the  River  Mersey.  There  are  some  earth 
closets  and  outside  privies  in  the  agricultural  section. 
All  drains  and  sewers  are  periodically  cleansed  by 
flushing. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  local  authority,  as 
regards  the  civil  aspect  of  the  district.  In  case  of  the 
Military  Encampment,  special  arrangements  have  been 
made  both  as  regards  scavenging,  sewering  and 
destruction  of  refuse.  A  special  card  of  directions  as 
regards  house  flies,  destruction  of  refuse,  Summer 
diarrhoea,  and  food  storage  was  circulated  in  June. 

Only  a  few  minor  nuisances  have  occurred,  which 
have  been  remedied  upon  the  same  being  brought  under 
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notice  by  the  inspector  without  in  any  case  special 
action  being  taken. 

We  have  no  County  Main  Road  through  our 
district,  but  the  Secondary  Roads  have  all  been  main¬ 
tained  in  good  condition,  and  some  attention  has  been 
given  to  side  roads. 

Food  and 
Drugs  Act 

We  have  not  taken  action  under  this  Act,  the 
County  Authority  assisting  in  the  protection  of  the 
public  by  food  inspection  and  analysis. 
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These  have  been  periodically  inspected,  and  the 
free  ventilation  and  frequent  lime  washing  advised. 

In  spite  of  the  extraordinarv  eventualities  of  the 
second  half  of  the  year,  our  Birthrate  has  considerably 
increased,  whilst  we  can  record  a  comparatively  low 
Deathrate  in  the  district  of  Little  Crosby  for  1914. 

f 

The  absence  of  epidemical  disease  and  the  general 
good  health  of  the  population  during  such  stirring 
times  and  in  the  face  of  a  phenomenal  rainfall  lasting 
several  months,  speaks  well  for  the  district,  which  is 
so  freely  influenced  by  salubrious  breezes,  being  as  it  is 
in  close  proximity  to  the  sea. 

s 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Buxton,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Prepared  in  ] anuary,  iqi 5. 


